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The CbnfcSsidns
of a GerrMii
Deserter
Written by a. Prussian Officer zjs t
Vko Participated in the Pavag-j- g

mg and Pillaging of Belgium

(Continued frc a last u')
CHAPTER III.

Four of us had formed a eloe
frUndh!p. We had promised to keep
together and help one another In
eery danger. So we often vllted the
homes of citizens togcthir and did our
best to quiet the hara'ed people we
nitt Qnd talk them out of fear of our
furevs. Without exception we found
tticii- - people friendly and quick to feel
confidence la us when they Icnrnert
that we really were their friend. If
we wrote on their doors with chalk.
"Here live rood, honest people. plae
pare them." their gratitude knew-- r

bound. If mi much had Mood existed
and if o inany thing vvhkh leilmi the
military execution of Innumerable

It was heceu-- e of the tuKrust
systematically nourished on the p.irt
of the German ofllcers.

That night we marched on after he-l-

joined by a 21-c- f ntiraeter monar
batter" of the foot artillery regiimnt
No. 0 recent! arrived. Not onl were
we to act as an auxiliary for this bat-
tery, but we were also expected to help
bring these immense cannon Into ac-

tion. These guns were la two sections,
each transported on a vvagon pulled
by sir horses. These horses, the only
ones used by foot artillery, are sup-
posed to be the Hnest and uost power-
ful In the Germ-i- army.

Yet these animals were seldom up
to expectations, so that It was a com-
mon thine to detail from 70 to M) men
to assist in transporting these mor-
tars, and Ions, heavy rojies were car-
ried for this rurpose. This happened
most frequently whenever the runs
had to be taken off n highway nnd '

brought Into a firing portion.
Soon we arrived at the city of Ber-tri-

We found many houses at the
right and left of us burning brightly.
They hail been set afire, we learned,
because persons In them bad Crcd on
passing soldiers In front of one of
these houses was a man

nd woman with their fifteen or sixtee-

n-year-old son. All were covejvd
with straw. A little way farther on.
three more civilians were lying dead
In the same street.

As we were marching we suddenly
received an order to surround a certain
house at the left of us. Our captain
declared that a shot fired frmn that
house had killed a soldier. None of
us had heard anything, however. The
house from which the shot was alleged
to have been fired was soon surround-e- d

and hand grenades thrown Into It
through the windows. In a minute all
the rooms were aflame. The air pres.
ure from the exploding grenades was

so great that doors In the bouse flew
from their hinges and the walls of sev-

eral rooms were crushed.
Almost at the same time fire civil-

ians ran Into the street with raised
bands. They were seized at ooce and
led before the officers, who constituted
themselves Immediately Into a court-martla- l.

Ten minutes later sentence
had been executed, and five men lay
on the ground with eyes bandaged,
riddled with bullets.

In each case six of our men wore
always called ujion to execute one
man's sentence. I am sorry to say
that I was one of the thirty called
ujKin at this occasion. The condemned
man who It was our duty to shoot was
tuHiiit Torty vears old, InTl anil sTralzlit.
He never blinked as the bandage was
put on. He was led to the garden of
the house near by and his back placed
to the house. After our captain said
to us that It was our duty to aim true
and end tr.c tragedy quietly, we took
our positions six paces In front of the
condemned man. The sergeant com-
manding us previously gave us instruc-
tions that we were to shoot the con-
demned men through the breast.

Now we formed Into two rows, one
behind the other. The order sounded
to load and aim and we each put five
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cartridges lpto our rifles. "Prepare to
tire" the men in the first row knelt
down and the second row took their
places. Our guns were now held so
that the barrels were forward and
the butts were hip high. "Aim" and
slowly we aimed, hobflng our ly

with the butts agaln-- t our
shoulders and our fingers on the trig-
gers.

The sergeant paused a half minute
and then ordered us to fire. I do not
know to this day whether our lrtlm
died at once, nor was there ever an
opportunity to learn how many of the
six bullets found their mark. All day
I went around like a man in n trance,
repmaihlng insilf bitterly for having
acted the part of executioner. Kor a
long time I could not hear to sH-H-

about It to my comrades, for I felt
guilty and yet wlnt coiilij u sJ(i..p.
do other than execute the orders glen
Us?

In the evening we went Into camp
In an oien field, pitching tents, and the
next day continued iiur inarch.

The country through which we
passed was unlnieri sting nnd offered
nothing In t'ic way of variety. The
few tluy tillages through which we
passed had all !een abandoned, and

r.

Afte- - i lo-i- g manh. Interrupted only
by halts nn.l short .iouni-s-, we :.

h ,1 tilt. irge llsian French bor-
der town of Sngny. located on tl e n

side of the iKirder. It was about
noon, and as the thunder of cannon
constantly grow stronger, which indi-
cated that a new battle was develop-
ing, we hoped to be able to remain In
the town overnight. About one o'clock
we entered and were billeted In a big
bim. Most of the soldiers refused to
eat from the field kitchens, md requi-
sitioned eggs, chickens, geese and
young pigs. Sion every body was
cooking. I am sorry to say that most
of those who foraged had refused to
pay for what they had taken.

Several soldiers now arrived with
barrels of wine and also many tttlc.
which were Instantly opened and emp-
tied. The obvious resulted, and soon
many noncommissioned officers and
men were helplessly drunk. The owner
of our barn had possessed three large
hogs. One of the drunken noncom-
missioned officers tried to kill one of
these hogs with a dull pocket knife.
He had tortured the poor beast almost
to death when the animal was merci-
fully killed by a bullet. A few min-
utes afterward the officer went to
sleep. This was only an example and
not the worst, for the inhabitants of
the town had to endure much from
our men who had become drunk. There
were open and secret robberies of
gardens, stnbles and houses here and
ro restrictions whatever were put on
the soldiers. There was no Improve-
ment In their general conduct, despite
m:.ny complaints. One family report-
ed that the French had treated them
very well, but that our highly trained
soldiers plundered and stole. It was
therefore not surprising that the lop-ulatl-

suffered want and hunger. I
often hared my bread with these suf-
fering people. With two comrades,
one day. I gave my portion of meat,
vegetables and preserves and also a
bag of onions to a woman with eight
children. Ilecause the Iron was miss-
ing In our blood, we three were sen-
tenced to extra watch duty for a week
for the offense of displaying a love of
humanity.

Our. leader. Lieutenant of Ileserve
Elm. declared that such a thing as pity
was Insanity. He said If the woman
had eight children that was her busi-
ness. Then he concluded by saying
with great emphasis: "In war every-
body looks out for themselves, even
If everything around him perishes."

Another soldier was sentenced to
serve 14 days at hard labor. He was
bringing bread to a hungry family and
had six small loaves In bis arms, which
be bad gathered from among the sol-

diers. The same lieutenant met him,
accompanied by several noncommis-
sioned officers. To the question as to
where he was going, he replied that be
was on his way to assist a poor family
which had actually suffered hunger.
The lieutenant at once ordered him to
return the bread to his company. Then
he raged and raged at the soldier, call-
ing him fool. Idiot, Hottentot, etc. But
the soldier nevertheless did not obey
and'when the lieutenant thundered a
second command to halt, the soldier
turned around and threw the bread
before the lieutenant's feet. Then be
said quietly, "I to not wish anybody
any harm, but II you and your auto-
cratic family, and the whole German
nation had to endure what the poor
Belgians areobllged to suffer. It would
be a bitter but just lesson."

This man was sentenced to serve 14
days for talklac back to bis superior
officer. It surprised us all that he waa
let off so easily.

But bitterness In the ranks grew,
and at last the many hard punishments
that were pronounced created so much
feeling that the soldiers refused to tie

any of their comrades.
We left Sugny the next morning and

one hour later rosed the Frauco-Hel-cla- n

border. Here aguln we ere or
dered to give three cheers as e did
when our troops first crossed Germany
Into llelclum. At noon we arrived at
Viiler-A- Court. We remained In the
village until evening and were per-

mitted to go about without restric-
tions. In the afternoon nii.e men of
the poor looking houses tnns'.ty de- -

strojed. Long trrdes of fugitive
passed us continually. These people
were as a rule those v. ho had escaped
when the French army retrtated aud
were returning now to find their
homes destrojed by the rougb hand of

Hi company P-- ie rrre-tc- d for
u woman hut were soon FTTcased.

At this time there was a great scar-
city of tobacco among our soldiers ami
I knew that a murk or more was jild
for a c!s..irt;te wh never cne was

for sale. Hire, In

there was but one gov critical
tobacco stall. I have seen how men
were fori id by noncommissioned o!b-- i

rs at the limit 'f guns to give up
their entire p'j of tobaico for
worthies requisition papers. These
"gtntlcmen" sold tr.ilr tobacco
at half a tnark fcr small packets.

Toward ivening we marched off nnd
Iwpg'it the lowltzcrs to a new- - posi-
tion, from where the emaiy's defense-o- n

the Meu-- e could be bombarded.
After a -- tiert ma cli c encountend
and fought a Fni.cli nnny northeast
a.f I l.t nliari I ImIf i nomi i cm
cuard was on our side if the Meuse. '
To It was riven the ilutv of coverlrg
the cro-sli- ig of the m.un bodv of the
French unule- - ivir 'In- - Mtuse. which
v as done mar

The few bridges lett standing were
not -- uflultnt for the enemy to cTos
a- - s,ij i- lie should huv. As a
result tl.-- re devi loped In Iionchery a

n:M. The French made jii
rnunrou- - effort. There was a terrible
slat'gbter as ir.n fought a,a!n-- t isan.
It s one of tl.e most fc-f- ul battle-- 1

!i i t ' ei nitm-Ms- l. Nc one kfici
fterwir- - how rn i be bad tired,

yoir'-pi- s stronge-- - rrn :hn w enter
j

-- res nttj.'kei! The g'n from burri-'is- :..., s turmsl red the whites
C 'ie fighters' ,.,(s j,ni-

- rvinl.-- d men
oi,e another frothing at the

ruouth
J V.Ttho-i- t any headgear, unkempt

hair uniforms erin or mostly torn.
It was hajcmttlng. b tting scratching
nnd plungirg like wild beasts for life

j or death, i:erytiniy fought for his
life. There was no quarter. Only

j moaning and could be heard. .
! liich man thought of hl own
j

life, of death or his home Old memo-rci-- s

raced through the i.ilnd. pursuing
one another fivcri-hl- y rnd yet men
Krew w inn r. :or thev now battled a
new enemy exhaustion.

I I!ut there could not yet be anv let- -
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jou suddenly remember that
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find It regular place.
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ARIZONA MEN TO GO

l.'ONDAY, AUGUSTUS

PHOENIX, Entrapment
orders for contingent regls-tran- s

called to leave for
Camp Pike. Rock, Ark,
ter part month were sent to
ten yesterday Ly Colonel

Charles W. Harris, adjutant general.
The men from Maricopa, Cochise.

Graham. Greenlee, Mohave

leave Monday,

)6.

from Apache. Coconino

will entrain Tues- -

day, August 27. No have been
yet from Yavapai, Yuma

TEVPE PLACES SURPLUS

TO NATION'S CREDIT

JUDGMENT RENDERED

, tN FAVOR WIDOWS

PIMA. Ariz.. Aug. 10 Monday. In

Superior court of tbN --ounty, the
widows of the three Graham count
officers. Sheriff McBride, Under Sber-I- c

Martin Kcmpton and Deputy Sher-

iff Kane Wootan who were killed
Tom Powers 2nd Tom Sis- -

ors whn they attemi 'sd to arrest
tIle j,j.cr a3 jri,j: 0Taii -- , were
en judsmont against the Powers

Tl.o three widows were suing frr
e rs fallows: !!rs. McBiIJe

frOOO, .:. Ktmpton. f?O,0O0

M.s. Wootan. tCO.Wff. V.'nen suit

s"rteJ. In Tier to a'T:h
it va? -- ecessary o file a bond

in an amoua: of doub'i the amwt
?jI fcr. Mrs. Xeaut'n the
-- n'" the vido s fiaascisry
able to make the bend. nd. le
ir.R able to make lor 1 of flJO.JJO

sh oluntar.!v red".ce ' her clalo
f and made bon 1 I40.0tV.

There was appea'.nc on thi

part defense In -- urt. conse-

quently judgment rtadered.
At'orncjs E. L Sprigrs ami Lee

tratton represented th plaintiff
I estimated that h Powars

mining rroper
ntcnnttlc, the scene cf the shoot--- g

is wnrth HV'OO It Is sail that
o... rort- - Iio v As

" bs-t'- e "be forcv
s"d the two 1'iwe-- s "sy it.re, some

ig3. offered -- 10i0 icr
and the only rea-"- n why th"

deil was cc: mMe. 1: is sill, was
the prTfe"'i-- e wcu'd

-- ' ttke the TPT'y ip te th'r cabin
" hills and count out In ilol-- ''

and cents.
Jtbn Tom 'ewers, the two

dcr'endants in this ease, own a on"-ur:-

Interest property. The
!ia!anceOf to

the of Powers, father of

the bojs, v.ho was fight

SAYS SHORT LINE IS
MOT PASSABLE

PHOENIX. Aug. 11 Several re- -

norts o a cut to California
have the chamber of com-nTc-

Wh-- the well knovn road

been received from Locfce v.hich

he savs:
"The road from K sbee (New

Williams at Cactus Qun mine)
to Yucca is shape to be travel-e- l

until contemplated work is

done. There are bal. rock grades.
sanJ washes and the roa 1 only fit

for bootleggers to use
"The line is feasible will be-

come main road to

but no sfcoul I undertake to
go over until much vrork Is done."

jiil last night by Sjerin" Di'.kinson
of Coconino county, v,h3 taking
them to prison at Florence.

rIack and St. according to
Sheriff Wilky's stole a mo-

torcycle In Phoenix a high pawer
second h3nd car which they traded

a Dcrt car at Mesa, later trad
Dort for a second h3n!

chandler.
A,tcr thev ,cf. Phoeni:c the7 went

t0 nagstaff, held up a car ovrner at
that ioTced t0 8lgn a

bln EaIe for hl3 ca, and tnea
hil3 out of the car- - Later taey hed
up another and robbed him
of ;ner.- c- aa(i guns. Tne7 were cap.
tured at Williams.

ARZONA HAS 85 MURDERS
IN THE PAST 18 MONTHS

FHOENIX. ll.-- A new com- -

pilatlon has been of county
records of murder cases for the past

cp. Again and again there Is t"P maker. Harry Lock. in
to do but strike, stab. bite, city a few ago road

guns or other weapons except mittee chamber ofi.no provided by nature life or
death. fskeJ Harry to over road and

The enrtlon more super- - make a report or It Locke
human. You bite vou are a victor. in a few davsnut only a second,
next is already you. an1 agTeed to make the run over

has Just killed one your new route. Word just
mues.

rtlll basty
search you It In

two. It bllt
In your On, en.
where

neit
Is your

get
dagzer

he lies you
m

back. pull It
your late stream

from wound In

You shudder,

bey?.

a

It
in

he

buver

In !t

in

estate
m

in

in

is

it

is

only a few- - seconds, there is
adversary. It Is again neco- - ..,ARIfJ0PA'5

sary you to defend yourself. Again,
again the murder commences BAGS TWO HIGHWAYMEN

anew. Always, aDd always again. PHOENIX. Aug. 10 Men known
through whole night. in Phoejix ar 1 :.Ie3a as Happy Bl3ckAt last, four o clock In the

French retired across rre'J st-- "l3lr' convict' d at Flag- -

Meu-- e with Germans staff on two separate charges of
V '? robbery, and given Indeter-o- f

soldiers. was blown up by
French hundreds of Germuns rotate from 10 to 10 years,

found their death In the Meuse. lodged in the Maricofa county

be

Aug. 12.
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TEMPE. Ariz, Aug. 10. The town IS months, complete with the excep-o- f

Tempe has placed Its surplus treas- - tlon of Greenlee county. It hag been
ary account of J2J00 to the credit of found that there have been S5 such
cne nation, by deposit for four months cases, compared with 36 for the eame
or more with the Pacific coast reg-- l period before the abolition of capi-lon-

bank. Ital punishment.

MORE LANDS OPENED TO

ENTRY IN THIS STATE

Usler the provisions of a public
notice Jus Iijued by the Secretary of

the Interior approximately 1,000 acres
of irrigable lands include 1 In 23 farm
units en the Yuma Irrigation project
Arizona Cgl'forr-ia- , will be oreaed to
er.t-- y at Yuma. Arliana, c.n Decern-te- r

11.

These farms ere located in tie
Yam valley, now twin? watered

' mm the Co'orado river by the Gav- -

srniu'nt canal
In 'ha e" nt ' more than co

ifpllcatior. Is --eceivel for Inllvlu
:1 urits - l jring '! be hU to e

"e succe ful ntry:cen.
fhj corsiruction ch".r-;- e is "Z i cr

' "s. Ai ini:ltl payment of " per
r.t must be nude at tint-- 1 of Sling

water right appllca'jon. and the bal-jac- e

In 13 annual Installments
th- - i5fth year after th f.r- -t

'ns'i'lnient Is ejji1. No s

hirge.1 on de'er---d payment' 'n
--.Jditlin to the const-iftio- n. or the

rhr;e. ent:men must rT
an arinujl n rnd malntena- - e

charg".

VELi. KV3WN Or"'CER TAKEN'

FaiFGNEP. BY THE ENEMY

DOUGLAS. Aug. 11. In the re-e- nt

h" of rrsoners ttken by th G

mans, the name of Cap'-si- a Hirry M

Ero'tn. of ?sn Diego. appnreil.
Captain Brown Is .'! lao'i n

D"ugiz- - for e uas stationed item
srlth the Tweaty-fccn- l infnn'ry fir
'vi yars. Vhlle here he aiarrid
"di's Areal Stout, s's't of Mr3 Cha

?. S'ott. '"-- o ai prominent in !

sorfety circles
!"- - Brovn is z:v; In San T'cgo

wj'h her husband's prnt. ard Mr

an 1 Mrs. 5ctt ar v'siting ther A

snn was born to Captain anl Mrs
n-- 3n at Columbus. N. M . shnr'lj
he'ore the father left for France.

Captain Brawn came to Douglas

vi'h th Twenty setorl infant frAni

Teci Ci. Tets H,a hom '

in S3" . CM. arf h- - Hter tra-- "

fe-r- e! to that city frnm here, and c
ered th aviation branch of the cer

vice.

SCLE1ERS RATHER

THAN GOVERNORS

PHOENIX. Aug. 11 Now that the j

has indicated an urgent
need of all man lower between the

'-- g s of IS and io yars what will be

.ts effect npan the governorship race
in Arizona, f jr nearly all of the can '

dilates fcr that oSce vdll be avail-ab-

under th new-- man power rro
gr-i- an 1 sjbjec: to registratif.n on j

S'.itember s." aiJ Harry J. Saon. a

prominent cattleman and former (

member of the lower hou-- e from

Santa Cruz courty, now-- in this city
arranging to enter the service of his
country. '

Continuing Mr. Stxon said: "Nat
urally candidates for public office ex- - f
press a great desire to serve their
country, end now at a time when our
nation is facing a period of griat
stress and needs every available man

in military and naval service, rather
than public office th" question that
occurs to the public is "Will they da
if?"

"Th reople of our section believe
that our country needs solders more '
at this time than it does governors,

j and vsiil vote accordingly."

MANY BALLOTS

N3T RECEIVES

A good many blank ballots for the
primaries and the accompanying

ferrt to voters from Ari-

zona in the military and naval ser-

vice will not reach their destination.
Return cards have been received

from many of the camps and canton-

ments bringing information to the
clerk of the board of supervisors that
the addresses of the soldiers are not
knovra In most cases probably they
have been transferred ta other points.

ARIZOMA POSTMASTER IS
TO ENLIST IN THE NAVY

YINSLOW. Ariz., Aug. 10 William
Da;e h?s resigned as postmaster of

Winslow and has enlisted in the navy
at Los Angeles. John Gibson has been
given temporary appointment to the
office. J. V. Brown has been made
postmaster at St. Johns, county seat
of Apache county, and has resigned
as county school superintendent and
member of the state board of

The NEW DEERE
Light Draft

SULKY PLOWS
Wiih Quick Detachable Shares

The Best Flcvr Possible to 3&9. No Other Plow
is so Carefully Llada .izi TihcJ in All Dctaib

'BUY for CASH and save 10 pr. ct.

THH27 Savs 1G Per Cent Interest
YO'J WI1T WRITS US TODAY

r

Benson Lumber &
BENSON.

Packers9
Large

Commercial

Wh

Peckers' look big

when the Federal Trade
Commission reports that four
of them earned $140,000,000
during the

u Packers' profits

Co.

profits

When it is explained that
this profit was earned ort
tota! sales of over four and
a half billion dollars or
only about three cents on
each dollar of sales.

This is the relation between profits
and sales:

Profits

Sales

ARIZONA

Profits
or Small

thres war years,

look small

judge the charac-- 1

ON TIME DEPOSITS

ON SAVINGS ACCOUNTS

TRUST

If no packer profits had been
earned, you could have bought
your meat at only a fraction of
a cent per pound cheaper?

Packers' profits on meats and
animal products have been lim-

ited by the Fcod Administration,
since November 1, 1917.

Swift & Company, U. S. A.

You can always
ter or a -- oanK oy its directorate
The following, tosjether with the officcivs'are the di-rect-

of this bank:
A. E. Davis Henry Pyeatt L. Maier A. H. Weln

T. J. Leeson Chai. P. W. Hamltsn
A. C. SMITH, President,
H. W. ETZ, t.

JO. H. GETZWEILLER, t.

ARTHUR L. HENEY, t.

M. W. SMITH, Cashier.
K. N. COPLEN, Assistant Cashier.

We Invite You to Make This Bank YOUR BANK
4 PER CENT PAID
3 PER CENT PAID

SAVINGS

1. 1' hi

' -- , iv

COMMERCIAL

COCHISE COUNTY STATE BANK i
MEMBER OF THE FEOERAL RESERVE BANK

TOMBSTONE ARIZONA BENSON
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